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What is identified by the West as Domestic Terrorism or Home-Grown Terrorism, 
generated by Far-right or Far-left extremism, is the biggest threat endangering 
the U.S’s and Europe’s security. Domestic terrorism may be more threatening 
than Islamic extremists, the security risks accompanying returning overseas 
soldiers, or the influx of refugees from war-plagued countries of the Middle East. 
Accordingly, domestic terrorism is identified as “home-grown terrorism in which 
both the target and the perpetrator are of the same nationality.”

The danger had always lain within, and it appears to be accelerating in a manner 
which can longer be denied, glamorised or equivocated under the guise of 
radicalism, and at other times protection of identity. After the West collectively 
denounced “Racism”, “Chauvinism” and “Racial supremacy”, these abominable 
ideologies which have caused millions of deaths and worldwide devastation, 
they assumed they’ve eradicated its existence. However, it appears as though 
it remains standing, undeterred. The progression of time, and socio-political 
and economic climate, especially the technological sphere and the internet, 
prompted a resurgence of these ideas. which promote discrimination between 
human beings according to race, gender, and religion, and even justify the use of 
violence against “the Other”. 
The Resurgence of Far-Right Ideologies in the 21st century

Many factors contributed to the radical and violent rejuvenation of the Far-right. 
Initially, it was Globalisation that generated concern about identity so vigorously 
and gave validation to the conspiracy theories. Those theories mainly focus on an 
“entity” that endangers the identity and existence of the “white race”. In the past, 
this entity was depicted as Jews, when nowadays it’s sometimes Jews and other 
times Arab Muslim immigrants.

Editorial Article
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Another factor is the rising distrust in democratic governance and doubts about 
whether it truly benefits the citizens or only the political elite. This is specifically 
widespread within youth circles and among teenagers who are becoming 
increasingly comfortable with taking matters into their own hands, even if violently, 
to recreate reality according to their beliefs. This phenomenon could explain the 
popularity within Generation Z of dystopian novels and movies, which are grandly 
produced, widely distributed, and highly grossing. They always start with a grisly 
end, abolishing political systems and near genocide (products of post-world 
war generation) on Earth, succeeded by rebuilding these nations by the youth 
according to revolutionary and unorthodox beliefs and views. This direction is 
congruent, albeit remotely, with the ideological basis of western Far-right groups, 
such as the “Acceleration” and “Atomwaffen” theories, which posit the necessity 
of a nuclear strike causing the demolition and collapse of local and international 
systems to pave the way for reconstructing political systems according to racial 
supremacy principles, and the establishment of segregated nations for racial and 
ethnic purity. 

The intellectual sphere in the Global North from East to West is swarmed with 
profound disputes and locked and loaded accusations ready to be launched 
whenever convenient, thus making observing, analysing, and understanding a 
complicated effort. The complexity of the situation necessitates a high degree 
of deliberate research and examination, insightful reading of the texts and 
statements,  certifying the terminology and redundant accusations thrown by both 
sides of the dispute, and understanding of the general context. 

Nowadays, the intellectual debate revolves around globalisation and its 
consequences, concerns about identity, how veritable western liberal progression 
is; and if democracy is an efficient mechanism to ensure equity, freedom, and the 
welfare of citizens and not just the political elite. These are deep contemplations 
no longer limited to the erudite and the cultured but now circulate among the 
public with vigour in online chats and through engagements on YouTube, with a 
younger age group– including teenagers.  

This previously mentioned debate takes place in a galvanising social, political, 
and economic context, as western nations are witnessing considerable economic 
challenges that affect unemployment rates and living standards. Concurrently, 
they face an influx of refugees, displaced individuals, and immigrants from the 
conflict-affected countries of the Middle East and poverty-plagued nations of 
the Global South, along with those who ‘fled’ warfare in Eastern Europe. The 
discord is further fuelled by political entities that benefit from this controversy and 
manipulate it to achieve short-term political gains in varying levels of local and 
legislative elections up to the presidency.  

Editorial Article
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Thus, beliefs that were lying dormant in Europe’s mind and soul, which many 
deemed were buried with the millions of victims of the World Wars, have been 
summoned again. In addition to the revival of terminologies that supporters of 
Western democratic progression reckoned were left in the past to be exhibited 
in museums. For instance, in the streets of Poland a tour guide finds himself 
compelled to explain how Nazism was responsible for 80% of the city’s destruction. 
He points to the remains of an ancient wall to explain how Nazis deliberately 
focused on national landmarks, not only humans. The tourist witnesses it himself 
as he visits Szeroka Street– previously known as Jewish Street– in Krakow and 
finds the countless belongings of Jewish families laid on the ground as they were 
led to their extermination.  

One realises that the extensive brutal wars waged by Europe, and backed by 
hateful racism, included events that surpassed any violence or cruelty ISIS, or 
any of its branches, ever committed. However, what is more frightening is the 
startling fact that this hatefulness is no longer contained in museums and history 
books, but quietly pulsating back to life. It’s either hidden behind a mask of satire, 
or an articulate scientific theory.
“Far-Right” As a Tool For Mobilisation or Accusation

There is increasingly clear exploitation of the term ‘Far-Right’ by all sides, whether 
to show allegiance to one side of the argument, or used as an accusation to maim 
opponents. The end goal is to mobilise crowds. Accusing others of fascism and 
chauvinism has become an automatic trigger 

liberals pull, specifically through their social media platforms. The added difference 
is that Far-left extremists, including radical feminists, are now quick to pull that 
trigger with the same terminology. On the other side, it has become prevalent 
among conservatives to blatantly support fascist and white supremacist notions. 

While Western governments ignored dealing with the rise of Far-right groups– 
also known as domestic terrorism– it left a chance for local groups to form 
interpersonal and intercultural ties with like-minded movements and right-wing 
parties in Europe and the US. In addition, we witnessed candidates give bigotry-
filled speeches akin to the unequivocally emerging ideologies in western societies, 
such as French presidential candidate Éric Zemmour. 

In the Russo-Ukrainian war, for instance, there was a vigorous overuse of the term 
“Far-right” and “Neo-Nazi”. On one side, the Russian president Vladimir Putin 
declared he was fighting Neo-nazis in Ukraine. Accordingly, he claimed his forces 
were aiming to free the people of Donbas from the brutality and genocide of the 
eastern Ukrainian cities said Neo-Nazis. Meanwhile, on the other side, articles 
about the extreme nationalist inclinations of Putin and his advisor Aleksandr Dugin 
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were flooding the American press. Dugin has argued that opposing globalisation 
and liberalism, in addition to backing Russian nationalism and Russian orthodox 
heritage, does not make him racist or a fascist as the American press alleges.
White Terrorism and the Misuse of Terminology 

Among the previously mentioned debate around the preservation of the white race 
and identity appears a grey area where some intellectuals attempt to mitigate the 
dangers of the Far-right party. Not only do they try to rationalise the racist actions 
of the party, but they also sometimes go as far as blaming the opposing side for 
framing Far-right activists in a threatening light for personal gain. 

They offer a seemingly logical narrative that vindicates their extremism. How 
it’s a reaction to Muslim terrorist groups, not inherent racism. How instead, it’s 
an attempt to preserve an identity under the threat of cultural invasion from 
immigrants, or how it’s simply out of fear that the rising birth rates of immigrants 
(Muslims and Arabs in Europe or Latinos in the US) which pose a demographic 
threat to the West. These are excuses lacking in accuracy and validity when it 
comes to dealing with statistics and facts. On the contrary, they are based on 
personal opinions under the guise of scientific theories. These lines may not be 
enough to refute this racist narrative in its’ entirety, but they are enough to state 
that the Far-right party, white supremacists, and those who believe in violence 
as an answer never originated as a response to Muslim terrorists, immigrants, 
or Islam. In actuality, the opposition has always been anything that is not them, 
with Jews at the forefront. Jews are also at the heart of many conspiracy theories 
featuring persecution of the white race, as Far-right individuals tend to view them 
as the root of all evil. A belief that was upheld in the past, and which still survives 
today. To conclude, Muslim terrorists and immigrants may constitute a part of 
the “others” the Far-right opposes. However, they are not what prompted the 
formation of this ideology, nor what keeps it going. 
Trump’s Presidency…A Kiss of Life to the Far-Right

In 2017, the year Donald Trump assumed the U.S presidency, marked a new 
chapter for the Far-right movement in the West. Accordingly, in August of the same 
year in Virginia for two consecutive days, the infamous Charlottesville rally took 
place under the banner “Unite the Right’’. Alt-right is the evolved, more violent, 
and straightforward version of Far-right groups. In other words, Alt-right is a broad 
movement that intersects with traditional Far-right ideologies but strays in more 
radical directions. It’s based on white supremacist beliefs and an unwillingness 
to co-exist peacefully with other ethnicities. In general, it’s a convenient term to 
reference right-wing individuals outside the orthodox conservative box. Thus, Alt-
right is the group collective of what can be labelled as White Terrorism.  

Editorial Article
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The Charlottesville rally witnessed many violent clashes between protestors 
and counter-protestors, which resulted in multiple people injured and one death. 
Countless offensive slogans and symbols were prominent in the rally, including 
Nazi symbolism and KKK slogans, which represented a hate crime in and of 
itself. The Klu Klux Klan was responsible for a plethora of heinous hate crimes, 
including murder, in the past two centuries. Therefore, this rally appalled the public 
and signified the strength of these extremist groups. Even more dangerous was 
Trump’s response, who did not condemn the protestors, despite condemning the 
violence and hate. Also worth mentioning is how Trump’s administration included 
multiple individuals with Alt-right ties. Individuals such as Stephen Miller, Trump’s 
political advisor, Julia Hahn, deputy communications director in the Trump White 
House, Michael Flynn, former U.S. National Security Advisor, Sebastian Gorka, 
former deputy assistant to the President, and Stephen Bannon, former White 
House’s chief strategist.  

All the data and statements of Alt-right groups indicated a marked fascination 
with Trump’s political model. They hailed Trump as their “Saviour” who would 
fight the grand conspiracies posed against them, such as the persecution of the 
white race. It was very apparent when QAnon, a conspiracy theory, took the 
internet by storm two months following the rally in October 2017. In short, QAnon 
entailed a conspiracy by the “deep state” to jeopardise Trump’s presidency. At the 
height of the theory circulating on the internet, the US Capitol Attack took place 
on January 6, 2021, to oppose Trump’s loss in the 2020 presidential elections. 
Far-right protestors gathered with signs and banners claiming they believed the 
truth told by Q! 
Russian Wars in East Europe and Development of the Armed Far-Right Paradigm

In the past, Far-right movements in Europe catalysed wars. Mussolini’s fascism 
and Hitler’s Nazism and their followers caused a brutal and merciless world war. 
However, the present informs us that the Russian conflicts with its neighbours 
of East Europe, which started in 2008, provide an enabling environment for Far-
right armed nationalist militias to form.

Since some countries of the former Soviet Union gained their independence in 
1991, Russian minorities in these newly formed countries had been demanding 
to separate. Russia did not get involved in said internal conflicts throughout the 
90s and even during Putin’s first presidential run. However, this stance ended in 
2008, when Russian armed forces intervened to support Russian Separatists in 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia, who were under Georgian jurisdiction.  

Once again, the Russian wars were revived in 2014, coinciding with separatist 
appeals encouraged by Russian nationalism. Although this time, it was in Crimea, 
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Donbas, and Donetsk of Ukraine. Finally, the war got renewed on February 24, 
2022, with Russian armed forces invading Ukraine. 

Regardless of the analysis of these wars and their ramifications, we’ll only focus 
on how these events created a suitable climate for the armed nationalist far-right 
paradigm to crystallise. In Ukraine specifically, pro-Russian separatist protestation 
prompted Far-right individuals who believe in white supremacy and Neo-Nazis 
to carry guns and form militias. They include the Azov Regiment, Right Sector 
Regiment, and others who support Ukrainian nationalist rhetoric and unity. And 
ever since 2014, these militias have put their weapons to use against separatist 
forces.

Most interestingly, what becomes of these regiments and individuals currently 
armed under the name of defending their homes against the Russian invasion? 
What will their fate and destiny be in the near future, or more importantly, in the 
far end when the fight is over? Given their radical Far-right beliefs, eagerness 
to be armed, unwillingness to co-exist with others peacefully, and acceptance of 
violence as an answer to eliminate their opponents. What will become of them?

Amal Mukhtar
March 2022
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Considering the growing activity of the far right in Europe and the United States and their 
robust quest to attract more members and supporters, this study seeks to monitor and 
analyse the efforts of the far- right in spreading their ideas and recruiting their members. 
To begin, the author reviews the way by which the far- right employs cyberspace in the 
processes of mobilization and recruitment through four mechanisms.

First, the internet websites and applications that play a crucial role in coordinating work 
and events,disseminating propaganda and raising funds via website and encrypted 
chat applications. Second, memes and humour are exploited heavily by the members 
of the far-right to express their racist and extremist opinions in a way to evadelegal 
accountability as they are considered just sarcastic words and expressions. Third, using 
codes and symbols to express hidden meanings that are understood only by members 
of the far right and their supporters. Finally, online gaming platforms, whose users are 
among the most targeted groups for recruitment.

Afterwards, the author examines the direct mobilizing and recruiting mechanisms, 
either through interaction on the ground by distributing statements, manifestos and 
leafletsand arranging variousactivities and sports competitions as a means to create 

MOBILIZATION AND RECRUITMENT MECHANISMS FOR THE 

IDEAS OF THE FAR RIGHT 

Maram Diaa
 Researcher specializing in European affairs,
Al-Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies

1

Abstract Article
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more opportunities for communication 
andacquaintance between people in order 
to understand their tendencies and work 
on attracting them.This can happen as 
well through imposing different types of 
white power music to promote the ideas 
and principles of white nationalism.

In the third Part of the study, the author 
discusses the issue of targeting the public and the intellectuals, which means that access 
to power can be made possible, through merging with the public and presenting extremist 
ideas in moderate ways, often more civilizedand in compliance with legal standards 
so as not to appear racist.This is in addition to working to crowd out the cultural and 
scientific fields to legitimize and popularize extremist ideas, to ensure their impact on 

society, through think tanks, publishing houses 
and newspapers affiliated with extremist far-
right groups.

To conclude, the author represents two of the 
most prominent and dangerous theories of 
promoting the ideas of the far-right, namely,the 
red pill theory and the conspiracy theory. 
Furthermore, the author stresses the need to 
review procedures and strategies to combat 

the far right, and to limit the freedom of its provocative rhetoric, whether it is hidden or 
direct, in cyberspace, or on the ground.
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In recent years, the virtual world in general and social media in particular have become 
an integral part of our everyday lives. Radical groups and actors of all stripes also use 
the digital space and especially social media intensively for networking, presentation, 
information procurement and dissemination. As it enables relatively easy and circulation 
of ideas across borders, the internet has long since become the most important 
propaganda tool for many extremist actors. Especially during the Corona pandemic, it 
showed, right-wing extremists in particular engage in and radicalise online debates. But 
what recruitment strategies and techniques do they use to recruit more people to the 
far-right ideology or to mobilise supporters to the use of violence? In order to shed light 
on this question, which all too often receives less attention than investigating the causes 
of radicalisation, this article will focus on mobilisation techniques of right-wing actors in 
the virtual world. Furthermore, knowledge of mobilisation techniques isnecessary to take 
appropriate prevention, demobilisation or deradicalization measures. 

This article is based on extensive research, not only but especially on German 
speaking Facebook and Telegram from 2016 to 2022.After providing an overview where 
mobilisation in the virtual world takes place, different mobilisation techniques are shown. 
The article then concludes with an account of what can and must be done to limit right-
wing extremist virtual propaganda. 

FROM HATE TO VIOLENCE: ONLINE MOBILIZATION TECHNIQUES 

OF GERMAN RIGHT-WING EXTREMISTS

 Manjana Sold
Associate researcher, member of the research group 
“Extremism” at Leibniz Institute Hsian Foundation for 
Peace and Conflict Research (HSFK), and at Peace Research 
Institute Frankfurt (PRIF) Frankfurt, Germany
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From ask.fm over Facebook to YouTube – Where do right-wing extremists mobilise 
online?
Due to supposed anonymity and the possibility of spreading information almost in real time 
and cheaply across national borders, the virtual space represents an optimal medium for 
extremists. It is therefore not surprising that the social web, with its creative possibilities 
and reach, is also for right-wing extremists the most intensively used medium(1). Whether 
neo-Nazis, comradeships, or loose groups, they all use various services and functions 
of the internet. They particularly aim at recruiting new members, as well as at motivating 
existing members to become actively involvedor to make them even more active. 

Right-wing extremist actors understood early on how to use diverse purposes and 
advantages of the internet to disseminate their content. In the beginning, it was mainly 
simple text-heavy websites, flashing animations and blogs that were used for agitation. 
But right-wing extremists are moving with the times and have become quite innovative. 
Today, blogs and websites are attractively designed and are used by the scene in a 
target-group-oriented and targeted manner. Social media platforms have become 
particularly important for mobilisation and agitation purposes. However, since illegal 
content is increasingly being deleted on mainstream platforms such as Facebook, 
Twitter or You-Tube, among others, right-wing extremists are networking on alternative 
platforms(2) such as 4chan or messenger services such as Telegram(3). In addition, right-
wing extremists specifically use streaming platforms and(chatrooms and forums in) 
video gamesto subtly introduce male youths in particular to right-wing extremist ideology 
at an early age(4). Gaming platforms such as Discord are used by right-wing extremists 
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for communication and organisation. In addition, online games are specifically created to 
glorify and propagate right-wing extremist ideology.

Characteristics of right-wing extremist propaganda and mobilisation techniques
In most cases, the inhibition threshold of right-wing extremist online propaganda is low 
and propagandistic content is not immediately recognisable as such. Criminal content is 
largely avoided in order to evade deletion or blocking by tech companies. In addition, the 
use of subliminal content is intended to reach young people in particular and introduce 
them to right-wing extremist ideology. In order to be able to better expose (even subliminal) 
propaganda and to recognise mobilisation techniques, the following will present some 
characteristics and some central narratives of right-wing extremist propaganda. 

Looking at right-wing extremist propaganda on the internet, it is first noticeable that 
common viewing habits are served, at it is multi-layered and multimedia-based including 
i.e.,audio and video files in addition to text and images. The design of many of the 
websites is modern. In addition, the target group is addressed in a specific way, i.e., 
differences can be observed, for example, in age, gender and in the language used to 
address people. Women, for example, are often addressed by means of cooking recipes, 
men by sports, younger people by music(5). 

Emotionality is also part of the approach; pity, but also hate, for example, are used to 
reach sympathizers more effectively through emotionalised language. It is also striking 
that activism is demanded explicitly. In this way, users are to be brought eventually 
from their passive role into an active one. Users are asked to read banned books, to 
participate in typical right-wing extremist propaganda events such as concerts, sports 
tournaments, or other actions, or even to take up arms. Another characteristic of right-
wing extremist propaganda is the diversity of the offerings. There are videos, memes, 
pictures, cartoons, music and even their own apps. With the latter, attempts are made 
to gain direct access to young people(6). Whether right-wing extremist parties, mail-order 
companies, or militant Neo-Nazis, they all now create their own apps.

Another characteristic of the activities of right-wing extremist actors on the internet is 
their cross-media appearance. In many cases, individuals and groups are active with 
their profiles on different platforms. If one account is deleted, there remains at least 
one more as back-up. In addition, private messengers offer the possibility to go into 
more detail and thus use the different functions of the respective platforms. Increasingly, 
game elements are also used in their propaganda and recruitment efforts. In addition, 
humour and satire are often used. The aim here is to generate attention and to disguise 
provocations and calls for violence. Oftentimes, actors also link to ongoing social or 
actual political debates and events, such as the war in Ukraine, climate crisis. This is 
because content that deals with current debates or events is connectable and enables 
an interpretation in terms of ideology and achieves a great deal of attention. 

Another important angle is that news sites are also deliberately instrumentalised by 
right-wing extremists. Reports from serious media are taken out of context by right-wing 
extremists and used for propaganda purposes. The linking of serious media enhances the 
value of the site and increases its credibility. In some cases, content is also invented (so-
called fake news) to stir up negative emotions towards certain groups or values.

Analytical Issues



The Scene

16

The fact that trending topics also play an important role in propaganda and are used in 
a targeted manner is currently evident, pointing for example to the pandemic. Fear is 
relevant for extremist actors in general and for the extreme right. The Corona pandemic 
is taken up by right-wing extremists, reinterpretations, conspiracy theories and doomsday 
scenarios are spread. Corona is used specifically to reach more users and to further 
radicalise the discourse. Although very different views on COVID-19 can be found in the 
right-wing extremist spectrum, regardless of whether COVID-19 is denied or claimed to 
be state-initiated, right-wing extremists specifically use fear and uncertainty to advance 
their agenda and to make right-wing extremist ideas connectable(7).
As far as the content of right-wing extremist actors on the net is concerned, it is noticeable 
that the range of their propaganda is considerable. Nevertheless, some narratives are 
repeated and again. These include, for example, the narrative of the supposed demise 
of the so-called “master race”. Right-wing extremists hold the view that there is a “white 
race” that is superior to all other “races”. However, this “master race” is threatened with 
extinction if it is “mixed” with the “inferior races”. To “secure the future for white children”, 
the mixing of races had to be prevented, as well as “influences”especially by the Judaism 
but followed by the Islam. Fear of an increasing “Überfremdung” and islamisation,hatred 
of the multicultural society is also used to propagate clearly distinct enemy images.
Another central right-wing extremist theme is the perceived loss of autonomy by 
overpowering institutions (EU, NATO, and United Nations) and governments that take 
draconian measures, with negative consequences for the civilian population. Right-
wing extremists particularly often see themselves in the role of the victim and thereby 
and justify necessary defence. They claim that governments favour ethnic and religious 
minorities (as well as immigrants) over the majority white population. A classic right-wing 
conspiracy theory is the “Jewish world conspiracy”. Behind this anti-Semitic myth is the 
assumption that “the Jews” conspired against the rest of humanity and would strive for 
world domination.
Besides, the ideological convergence between right-wing extremists and environmentalists 
is not new, hence the narrative of eco-fascism is also widespread. For example, the New 
Zealand assassin Brenton Tarrant, who killed 51 people and injured another 50 in a 
terrorist attack in 2019, described himself as an “eco-fascist”. Within this far-right narrative, 
environmental and sustainability issues are highlighted, but they are undermined by a 
perceived struggle for “racial survival”. If there is a danger that resources will not be 
enough for all, then, according to right-wing extremists, preparations must be made 
for survival in these circumstances – this may include, for example, training for violent 
struggles in the event of a confrontation over scarce resources.
Preventing a white crusade: Thwarting right-wing extremist activity online
To prevent right-wing extremists from successfully recruiting or mobilising for violence on 
the net, it is necessary to effectively restrict right-wing extremist content on the internet. 
There is no single resounding virtual counterstrategy. Rather, a mix of different measures 
is needed to restrict extremist messages on the internet. In recent years, technology 
industry, government and civil society actors in Germany and other western countries 
have intensified their efforts to counter terrorist and violent extremist activity online(8).

Repressive measures serve to monitor extremist web presences and shut down relevant 
websites. In the meantime, many social media services offer the possibility to report 
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relevant content to the respective platforms or hotlines as an intermediate instance. 
However, repressive measures alone are not very effective, as right-wing extremist 
actors repeatedly use and create new resources and new websites to spread propaganda 
with relatively little effort. On the security policy level, early warning systems must be 
developed to be able to detect calls for violence, concrete threats, and planned terrorist 
attacks on alternative platforms in time. 

The blocking of accounts is another way to limit right-wing extremist content on the 
internet. If accounts on larger platforms are closed, there is often a migration to smaller 
platforms. Studies show, however, that this migration takes place on a much smaller scale. 
In addition, right-wing extremist actors on alternative platforms often have a harder time 
generating a larger number of followers. Consequently, blocking the accounts of right-wing 
extremist actors can significantly limit the dissemination of their content and their reach. 
Overall, blocking is therefore quite sensible, but it must be justified in a comprehensible 
way. Under no circumstances should the possible negative consequences be overlooked. 
For blocking is often seen as censorship and can contribute to even more frustration and 
conspiracy theories. 

Counter-narratives also offer the possibility to reduce extremism and hate on the net(9). 
Counter-narratives directly deconstruct, demystify and discredit extremist messages 
through theological or ideological arguments, humour, exposure of hypocrisy, lies 
and misinformation. Digital disruption techniques can also be used. They use online 
algorithms to redirect from extremist content to counter-narratives. By concretely 
responding to news or even videos with positive messages that promote tolerance, 
freedom, and universal human rights, for example, a large audience can be reached if 
they are targeted and authentic, and thus hate messages and extremist propaganda can 
be effectively countered.

Another possibility is to introduce alternative narratives. They focus on alternative, 
positive messages “for” rather than “against” something. Alternative narratives brought in 
response to far-right posts, often contain values about tolerance, openness and respect 
towards others and social integration. The advantage here, as with counter speech, is 
that alternative narratives can be placed exactly where the extremists are on the social 
web.

However, counter-narratives and alternative narratives are not a “magic bullet” against 
extremism. Rather, it must be ensured that they are embedded in an overall approach to 
prevention, supported by youth welfare, social work, counselling centres, exit assistance 
and (crime prevention) efforts by the security authorities in the sense of a holistic, society-
wide prevention strategy. 

Furthermore, it is currently being discussed whether gamification can be used in digital 
P/CVE measures(10). For example, gamification can be incorporated into alternative and 
counter-narrative initiatives.

Countering fake content with facts is another possibility. Children and young people in 
particular can be supported and enabled to deal critically with media content and to 
recognise manipulation and false reports. It is also important to educate people about 
the right-wing extremist actors on the internet, the methods they use and the dangers 
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of radicalisation they pose for other users. This requires suitable educational offers, 
especially for teachers, parents, and youth workers. Dropouts from right-wing extremist 
groups and victims of terrorist attacks can also make an important contribution to 
deradicalization and demobilisation work by getting in touch with users who have posted 
right-wing extremist content, for example.

Understanding mobilisation to facilitate demobilisation and prevent radicalisation
The communicative advantages of digitalisation have become noticeable to almost 
everyone, at the latest with the Corona crisis. However, in addition to easy communication 
and networking opportunities, free expression of opinion and access to knowledge, the 
virtual space also offers room for toxic developments: Hate speech, fake news and extremist 
content have been rapidly finding outlets on the internet and digital platforms for some time 
now, influencing our “analogue reality” to a previously unimagined extent. The internet has 
long since become an ideal field of recruitment and agitation for extremist actors and is 
also used by right-wing extremists. At present, a wide variety of services are being used 
in particular to try to appeal to young people and win them over to right-wing extremist 
ideology. In order to prevent more people from becoming radicalised, deeper knowledge 
about the mobilisation techniques used is urgently needed. Currently, right-wing extremists 
can be found almost everywhere on the internet and the mobilisation techniques used are 
also extremely versatile. Therefore, a mix of methods from online and offline campaigns 
is needed(11). This is the only way to increase effectiveness, because although the virtual 
world is the most important propaganda medium for right-wing extremist actors, real-world 
mobilisation also continues to take place.
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In the context of discussing the role of the extreme right in the Russian-Ukrainian war, 
the author begins this study by addressing the development of the relationship between 
the far right and Russia during two phases: the first is the pre-Putin stage, which includes 
the periods before and after World War II. 

The second stage focuses on of Putin’s expansion, and the introduction of the idea 
of   using the Western far right as a tool to promote Russian foreign policy in the West. 
The author then review the reasons for Russian support the far-right parties and the 
cooperation between the far-right parties within Europe and the United States, including 
their attempts to legitimize Russian foreign policy in the West, and the isolation of Russia 
which took place after the intervention in Ukraine in 2014.

While the third part of the study, the author explained the Russian efforts in the recruitment 
of the far-right in Austria, Italy, and France. Perhaps the most prominent of these efforts 
is to build on the legacy of the past support of the far-right parties to Russia, relying on 
right-wing groups that do not have much political influence, and exploiting organizations 
and individuals that promote cooperation between the far right of the West and Moscow, 
as well as strengthening trade relations, and other efforts and mechanisms. 

The author also reviews the position of the far-right on the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, 
high l ighting that most of the current moves are from the groups that are supporting 
Ukraine and not Russia since gradually the Russian far-right groups have become of less 
importance in Donbas. In conclusion, the author argues that despite the fluctuation of the 
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historical relations between the far- right and Russia, between alliances and retreats, it is 
generally governed by a pragmatic context. Whereas, in many cases Russia took control 
of matters, however in the current conflict, the presence of the far-right in the Russian-
Ukrainian conflict will not go beyond the limits of participation that was there in 2014, 
which most saw as not decisive in the conflict.

Members Of The Right-Wing Group During A Military Parade In Ukraine
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In light of the French elections and the notable presence of far-right candidates in the 
presidential race, the writer discusses the division of German political scientist Cas Maud’s 
ideas of the far-right into four main categories. Firstly, exclusion and racism. Secondly, 
adherence to features that are hostile to individual democracy. Thirdly, the adoption of 
the traditional value system. Finally, belief in a populist socio-economic program.

Afterward, the author proceeds with his analysis of the discourse regarding prominent 
far-right candidates for the French presidency who are motivated by fundamentalism 
which is based on the exaltation of Western Christian civilization and it’s superiority over 
other civilizations. He also mentions those influenced by the ideas of French researcher 
Renaud Camus’ work “The Great Replacement” including Eric Zemmour, Marianne Le 
Pen, and Valérie Pacris. The writer mainly focuses on Zemmour and his intellectual thesis 
in Zemmour’s book “France Didn’t Say Its Last Word”, as he is from outside the party 
system, and his stance on Islam and Muslims is considered the most extreme among all 
the far-right mainstreams in France. He holds an extreme standpoint in which he does 
not distinguish between Muslims and Islamists or between extremists and moderates. 

Immediately after he announced the intention to participate in the French presidential 
elections, Zemmour stated that his political campaign relied on the national bourgeoisie 
and the middle class. Furthermore, he declared the formation of his new party, 
“Restoring France” on December 5, 2021, according to his electoral strategy based on 
the principle of ‘unifying the forces of the French right’ and mobilizing all right-wing and 
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far-right parties regarding issues of national identity, immigration, 
Islam, independent foreign policy and the position on the 
European Union and others.

Along with highlighting the foreign immigration issue 
that represents, to varying degrees, the main political 
discourse of the presidential candidates as it is considered 
the source of crises and threats. 

At the end of the article, the writer emphasizes that the 
existence of such a model of candidates in the presidential 
race represents a shift in the discourse in France 
and Europe towards grater polarization, racism, and 
extremism. To the extent that far-right ideas have become 
very explicit without any concealment. However, the real 
danger in Zemmour’s discourse lies in the fact that he is 
rooting for what a section of the French elite asserts in 
the research field. Thus, transferring the rhetoric of the 
far-right from a mere electoral and political program to an 
intellectual and cognitive thesis.

“La France n’a pas dit son 
dernier mot” Book
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While the world is well into the 21st century, women and marginalized groups across the 
world continue to be target of violence in ways that diminish any emerging hopes for real 
progress in securing human rights and peace. As if there were not enough challenges for 
humanity, now far-right groups, and right-wing political parties, particularly in the West, 
have exacerbated the situation. For these extremists, countering feminism has become 
a mobilizing motivation to recruit followers. According to them, the liberation of women 
must be stopped to prevent the slow decay of society. Rightist groups are getting together 
to “protect men” from the growing and more vocal anger of women. Anger – a powerful 
force in driving activism to promote human rights – is now perceived as “dangerous”.

Before, violence against women was portrayed as a feature of “backward” cultures and 
political, religious, and social groups that were “unenlightened” by the progression of 
rights around the world since the end of the Second War World. Today, however, in 
countries from Europe to the United States and Australia, right-wing groups are pushing 
the notion that keeping women at home is a pre-condition to maintaining order and 
ensuring development. For these groups, keeping women under tight social control is 
essential for men to continue leading the path towards orderly socio-economic progress.

In Western countries, there is even a debate over whether such groups should be 
categorized as terrorist. This is because their members have been associated with 
the killing of women and marginalized people, including through mass shootings in 
several countries. Right-wing organizations are gaining more supporters and globalizing 
their ideas and actions, establishing solidarity platforms using digital communications 
platforms and social media. Research has shown that many right-wing extremists no 
longer limit themselves to a narrow nationalist agenda but instead imagine themselves 
as participants in an international struggle against a global enemy including feminists.
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Let us examine the ideas of these right-wing extremist groups, which are mainly in the 
West, and the evolving challenge they pose to women and gender rights advocates 
around the world.

Control of fertility and birth rates
For right-wing groups, the management and control of fertility and the birth rate is a 
paramount precondition for preventing the decadence of society. Men cannot succeed 
if women have control of their fertility and have a say with regards to the “if, with whom, 
how and when” of having children. For these organizations, the number of births in 
the West should be increased so as to avoid the so-called “great replacement” – the 
substitution of white people by migrants “invading” the developed world from the Global 
South. Furthermore, if children are to be brought into this world, they must be raised by 
a dedicated mother who stays at home to provide them education and ensure that they 
grow up to preserve the social order.

At the same time, right-wing misogynist groups blame feminists for limiting sexual 
encounters (due to so-called feminist “high standards”) and, as a consequence, promoting 
a low birth rate in the West that is opening the way for “dangerous” migration from poorer 
developing economies. Consider the 21-year-old White man who was accused in 2019 
of killing 22 people in El Paso, Texas, is alleged to have posted a four-page document 
outlining his motivations. Its most consistent theme was the danger of Hispanic “invaders 
who have close to the highest birth-rate of all ethnicities in America”.
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According to many such manifestos or articulations of motives found by investigators 
of mass shootings, there is clear evidence that, for these extremists, controlling white 
female sexuality and reproduction is essential. On February 19, 2020, a shooter opened 
fire at two shisha bars in Hanau, Germany, killing eleven people and injuring five more. 
The gunman, who later killed his mother and himself, shared a manifesto detailing his 
racist and white supremacist motivations for his actions. The perpetrator expressed 
misogynist outrage against women, blaming low birth rates in the West on feminism and 
conflating this with the perceived threat from mass immigration, citing the radical “Great 
Replacement” conspiracy theory.

These are just a few examples of anti-feminist and anti-minority violence that are 
generating great concern among women groups and policymakers.
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Woman jeopardizing men’s ability to succeed
Western conservative and right-wings groups are also promoting the idea that women are 
a hindrance to the success of men. For them, women are competitors that are trying to 
take traditionally positions of power held by men. They regard “quota” mechanisms aimed 
at ensuring the strong representation and participation of women and the regulations to 
prevent discrimination and harassment against women as challenges to the position of 
men and their role in “protecting” national development and social order.

There are also women supporting the traditional order who are joining groups to attack 
the feminist position. A European Social Survey analysis of data from seven countries 
showed that women account for more than 40 percent of votes for the populist radical 
right. Women are more visibly active in radical-right movements than ever before. Right-
wing conservative parties gaining power across Europe – for example, Vox in Spain or the 
anti-Muslim English Defence League in the UK – are open to women (and in some cases, 
even people who are LGBTQ+ – lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, transsexual, queer 
or of other sexual identities). Their rhetoric is clear: Women becoming “too powerful” are 
a problem – they are trying to change social norms, and this is a threat to national security 
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and progress. Further, many groups 
offer “protection” by spreading ideas 
such as that migrants are a danger 
to women because of supposedly 
“backward” and “violent” behaviour.

Mobilizing new recruits in the 
online space

For all this extremist activism, the 
internet is the battlefield. Research 
and articles are sounding alarms as it 
is becoming clear that what is called 
“the manosphere” is becoming a vital 
space for men to organize radical 
right-wing action against women 
and groups including migrants and 
LGBTQ people. The manosphere is a 
network of online male communities 
that encourage anti-feminist and 
sexist beliefs accusing women and 
feminism for the problems faced by 
society. These communities boost 
resentment and hatred, with several 
investigations finding that they are 
the source of inspiration for attacks 
against women and girls, as well as 
mass shootings and other terrorism.

Manosphere groups have their 
own websites, which are attracting 
increasing traffic, even up to millions 
of viewers. They can also be found on 
popular social media platforms such 
as Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, 
YouTube and TikTok.

Female politicians from Australia to Europe and the US are revealing how they are 
the targets of sexist threats from right-wing groups and their adherents. For example, 
politicians such as Katharina Schulze of Alliance ‘90/The Greens in Germany and Sibeth 
Ndiaye of En Marche! in France have been targets of coordinated attacks, centering 
predominantly, but not exclusively, on their gender. They are disproportionally singled 
out when compared to their male party colleagues who hold the same political views.
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In the United States, misogynist discourse is also gaining supporters, with anti-feminism 
an easy entry point to the online far right as well as a mobilization rallying point for 
conservatives, including followers of former president Donald Trump. Misogyny is used 
predominantly as a primary outreach mechanism among the Republican Party’s most 
extreme members. 

Raising walls in a time of war and tension
As Europe is engrossed in the war in the Ukraine and bellicose and nationalist rhetoric 
gains space across the political spectrum, it would not be a surprise that men will be 
portrayed as the “saviours” and “protectors” of the European spirit. If this is the direction of 
future political developments, it will not be surprising to see this affecting the pacifist stand 
of feminist groups across the region – including those which have recently gained some 
power by promoting “feminist foreign policy principles” of disarmament and the need for 
dialogue among emerging powers. War is the perfect fuel to nurture policies aligned with 
control, hierarchy, the use of force and discriminatory values as enablers of security.

The US, meanwhile, could again experience a wave of even more extremist discourse, 
which has been stoked by Trump and his enablers and followers, as the political calendar 
proceeds through mid-term elections through to the next presidential ballot in 2024. A 
United States deeply damaged by the pandemic, the January 6 insurrection and intensely 
preoccupied with countering Russia and China might mean that policy interests will more 
and more place the ideas of protecting borders, creating employment only for locals and 
focusing on national-security measures at the center of the political discourse. All of 
these may well impede or even roll back progressive and inclusive feminism.

The walls are rising again. With growing vehemence, this is happening largely in the Global 
North. Mobilized women everywhere must continue to unite in pushing forward their vision 
of liberty, dignity, and rights for all. In difficult times, it is the right time to nurture the idea that 
it is possible to create a world offering opportunities for every human being.
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Until the first quarter of the twenty-first century extremism and violence based on a 
particular religion or ideology were seen as the greatest danger to the security and 
sustainability of the humanity. This article reviews three types of violent extremism 
that prevail in our contemporary world to try to find what they have in common and to 
trace their origin to eventually reach the knowledge that enables us to confront violent 
extremism with its different forms and motives.At the outset, the writer reviewed political 
extremism in the name of religion, noting that Islamism is one of the most prominent 
and dangerous fundamentalist movements that often share several features, such as 
aggressive speech toward modernity, a return to religion, recourse to the issue of identity 
and mobilization to establish and impose an Islamic society.

Furthermore, the writer addressed right-wing extremism as another form of violent 
extremism linked with fascist, racist, or extremist nationalist motives, as well as radical 
hostility towards state authorities and minorities, immigrants, and left-wing political 
groups.Finally, the article examines leftist extremism, noting that it mainly revolves 
around the demands associated with anti-capitalism and the change of the political 
system perceived as generating social inequalities. In the second part of the article, the 
author focuses on the common denominators between the three types of extremism in 
terms of their different origins and intellectual and ideological roots owing to the similarity 
of the goals, tactics, and mechanisms used to attract, recruit, theorize and incite violence.

This has prompted a general trend in Western countries to adopt a new strategy to 
combat violent extremism that equates to its various types, especially since the analysis 
of the foundational discourses and the practices of these three extremisim shows, that 
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they don’t differ in their views regarding the “other” as a threat. In the end, if we consider 
the three types of exrimism in their commonalities and differences, we will notice that they 
move on a continuous path that starts from non-kinetic ideological extremism to reaching 
over time the extremes of violence, confrontation, and revolution in the demolition of the 
existing political and social systems, to create alternative systems.
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Considering the Western media coverage of the events and repercussions of the 
current Russian-Ukrainian war, and the opening of the debate about “racism” in Europe, 
comparisons emerged between welcoming and sympathizing with Ukrainian refugees, 
as opposed to the rejection of Arab, Afghan and African refugees out of fear. In this 
context, the study discusses not only how difficult it is to define the concept of racism in 
European policies, discourses, and trends, whether at the popular or official level, but also 
the difficulty of distinguishing between what is a racist act and what is an exaggeration 
in description which is closer to the expansion of restricting freedom.According to the 
writer’s vision, it is necessary to find a formula to combat racism without this opposition 
being considered as a blatant attack on European countries and people. 

Based on this, the first part of the study reviews the author’s viewpoint regarding the 
definition of racism and his perception of the limits of what is acceptable and unacceptable, 
ashe affirms that holding negative preconceived ideas about certain ethnic or religious 
group is not considered racism.Additionally, the author reviews the division of the 
European culture into two patterns;the first of which tends to reject diversity, while the 
second fears promiscuity and coexistence. Moreover, the author divides the way parties, 
intellects and the public handled the racism issue based on two types of discourses; the 
first tends to blame the oppressed minority, and the other, tends to condemn the unjust 
majority.

The second part of the study, that came under the title “Europe between accusations 
of racism against Muslims and the right to defend its identity”, discusses how the self-
appointed representative of European Muslims seeks to defend the cultural specificity 
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of Muslims as he sees it, and resorts to accusing everyone 
who opposes him of racism and hostility to Islam.Finally, 
the third part addresses the idea of racism-based terrorism 
throughreviewing the book “The Great Replacement” by 
Renaud Camus, which is considered a reference for various 
racist groups. In conclusion, the writer raises an important 
question about whether the parties of the populist right 
or the far right are preparing the groundfor these terrorist 
organizations to expand and spread their ideas, or does 
the rise of these parties prevent voters from following those 
terrorist organizations?

“Le Grand Remplacement” 
Book
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This article reviews the American National Strategy for combatting national terrorism 
which was launched by the U.S administration under the supervision of the American 
president Joe Biden after a comprehensive and full review that was done by the 
president’s team for national security in June 2021. Far right and white nationalist attacks 
and activities increased in the U.S during the era of the former president, Donald trump, 
which had reached its peak when Trump  had encouraged his supporters to storm the 
Capitol building on the 6th of January 2021. The results of the evaluation issued by the 
national intelligence in March 2021, reported that white extremists and anarchist militias 
are currently the major national threats facing the U.S.

While the author addresses the definition of “domestic terrorism” in US federal law, he 
emphasized that US intelligence assessments and law enforcement institutions have 
concluded that domestic terrorism are linked to violent extremists with racial or ethnic 
motives, to promote concepts of “ethnic purity” or “purification”. Based on the previous 
facts, the author has tackled the 4 main pillars which were considered the base of the 
American National strategy for combatting national terrorism.Firstly, enhancingthe local 
information exchange through the enforcement of law on both the federal and the state 
level, and analyzing the available information to ensure the early identification of potential 
threats. Secondly, facing the recruitment and mobilization activities and theincitement to 
violence done by the extremists,especiallythrough the internet. Third, the role of the 
authorities in enforcing the federal and states laws for combatting national terrorism.
Finally, the fourth and last pillar focuses on eliminating or dealing with the motives behind 
national terrorism and limiting the firearms’ flow. 
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At the end of the article, the author highlights the existence of several barriers standing 
in the face of achieving this strategy. These obstacles are represented in the opposition 
of various American human rights organizations to this strategy.They are accusing the 
strategy of increasing the authority and censorship of the federal government over the 
American public. Moreover, the polarization between the democrats and the republicans 
has also played a significant role in impeding and reducing the chances of the strategy’s 
success.  Not to mention the lack of sufficient resources and the fact that many Americans 
in various institutions strongly believe in those extremist ideas.
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The appendix “Highlights on the Violent Extremist Right Scene” presents various details 
on the issue of the extreme right as the most serious security threat threatening the 
West. This section begins with a review of the most important concepts associated 
with the extreme right and provides brief and important definitions to understand this 
phenomenon, and then provides details about many of extreme right movements and 
organizations in Europe and the United States of America. In addition to a reading in 
the most important data of the Global Terrorism Index (GTI), issued in March 2022, on 
terrorist operations carried out in the West, and even the operations responsible for what 
is known as “political terrorism”, which is the terrorism of violent extremist left and right 
movements. This is also followed by a review of some figures related to those terrorist 
operations in other global reports. The appendix also includes a special section on the 
most important books that represent the intellectual and theoretical background of the 
founders and followers of violent extremist right movements and organizations, as well 
as the intellectual justifications for some terrorist operations, as well as a review of some 
of the writings that discuss the phenomenon of the spread of extreme right movements. 
Finally, the appendix sheds light on the most important movies and documentaries that 
discussed the ideas and movements of the extreme right, either in defence of their ideas 
or exposing and refuting them.
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2- رؤية أولية: العنصرية في أوروبا وعالقتها باإلرهاب

                                                                         د. توفيق أكليمندوس

مواجهات ومراجعات

ركائز استراتيجية اإلدارة األمريكية للتعامل مع اإلرهاب المحلي

                                                           عمرو عبد العاطي



رئيس مجلس اإلدارة

عبد احملسن سالمة

مدير المركز

د. حممد فايز فرحات

رئيس التحرير التنفيذي

أمل خمتار

مستشارو التحرير )بالترتيب األبجدي(

د. أسامة السيد األزهرى
د. أمين السيد عبد الوهاب

د. عمرو الشوبكي
نبيـل عبد الفتـــاح

اإلخراج الفني

مصطفى علوان

ــن  ــدر ع ــة تص ــر دوري ــة غ ــة اليكرتوني ــهد" جمل "املش
برنامــج "دراســات اإلرهــاب والتطــرف"، ختتــص بدراســة  
التنظيمــات اإلرهابيــة واجلماعــات املتطرفــة مــن الناحيــة 
ــراد  ــع األف ــل دواف ــة، وحتلي ــة والتنظيمي ــة واحلركي الفكري
لالنضمــام وآليــات االســتقطاب؛ بهــدف توفــر دراســات 
ــل  ــن أج ــات، م ــي السياس ــن وصانع ــة للدارس ورؤى علمي
إجيــاد آليــات للحــد مــن انتشــار ظاهــرة التطــرف ومواجهــة 

ــة.  ــات اإلرهابي التنظيم

أراء الكتاب ال تعبر عن رأى المجلة  أو مركز األهرام للدراسات السياسية واالستراتيجية

تتلقى الفصلية مقترحاتكم ومشاركتكم عبر البريد اإلليكتروني: 

mashhad@ahram.org.eg

العدد الرابع - مارس  ٢٠٢٢

جملة اليكرتونية غري دورية ختتص بدراسة
  التنظيمات اإلرهابية واجلماعات املتطرفة

املشهد
لدراسة التطرف واإلرهاب






